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December  8,  2004 

TO:  Clergy  of  the  North  Carohna  Conference,  Local  Church  Ministers  and 

Church  Secretaries 

FROM:         Chris  Thompson 
Christmas  Greetings! 

Betty  and  I  have  been  enjoying  the  District  Christmas  Parties  this  year.  Most  of  the 
districts  have  had  excellent  attendance.  There  is  always  some  schedule  conflict.  The 
programs  have  been  very  good.  For  those  we  missed  and  to  everyone  Betty  joins  me  in 
praying  for  each  one  a  happy  holiday  season  and  wonderful  new  year! 

The  year  2005  will  be  a  year  of  miracles.  It  must  be!  The  North  Carolina  Conference 
will  enjoy  a  new  and  twice  as  large  J. A.  Culbreth  Memorial  Auditorium.  New  churches 
will  be  planted.  Churches  will  be  revitalized.  Souls  will  be  saved.  A  new  mentoring 
program  will  be  developed  for  pastors.  The  General  Conference  will  be  held  in 
Oklahoma  City.  God  is  at  work. 

Recently  in  prayer  the  Lord  blessed  me  with  a  great  passage  of  Scripture  fi-om  Psalm  65. 
Here  are  His  words  of  blessing!  The  Psalmist  is  speaking  of  the  Lord's  Blessings. 

You  crown  the  year  with  Your  goodness. 
And  your  paths  drip  with  abundance. 
They  drop  on  the  pastures  of  the  wilderness. 
And  the  little  hills  rejoice  on  every  side. 
The  pastures  are  clothed  with  flocks; 
The  valleys  also  are  covered  with  grain; 
They  shout  for  joy,  they  also  sing. 
Vs.  11-13 

He  has  promised  His  goodness.  Prior  to  these  verses  He  mentions  His  river  -  a  God 
river.  The  river  flow  results  in  fruit  -  grain.  He  has  promised  to  water  the  ridges 
abundantly.  The  result  in  verse  10  is  growth.  He  is  promising  a  flow  of  blessings  for 
2005. 
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There  is  much  to  be  done  but  we  have  His  direction  and  His  blessings.  In  His  name  we  will 
make  a  difference. 

PRAISE  CORNER 

-  Harvest  Train  -  Many  have  said  it  was  the  best  program  ever.  Congratulations 
Superintendent  Long  and  staff 

-  Fantastic  Primetimer's  Trip  -  Betty  and  I  did  enjoy  the  trip  to  Florida.  Thank  you 
Charles  and  Laura  Boyd,  and  Greg  and  Donna  Long. 

-  Superannuated  Christmas  Luncheon  -  Well  Done  Brother  Wiley  Clark  and  Team.  We 
had  135  in  attendance.  Praise  the  Lord  for  the  record  (last  year  116). 

-  For  each  of  the  District  Parties. 

-  For  a  wonderful  Thanksgiving. 

-  For  the  full  round  of  MPM's.  Great  attendance  and  wonderful  presence  of  the  Lord. 

-  For  the  first  Spanish  MPM  -  Fantastic. 

-  For  steel  going  up  on  the  new  building. 

-  For  $20,000  in  November  for  the  hew  building. 

-  For  great  Homecoming  Services. 

PRAYER  NEEDS 

-  Sister  Margaret  Horrell's  daughter  Sheila  died  unexpectedly.  Pray  for  the  family.  (John 
Mark's  Sister) 

-  Family  of  Sister  Mary  Moore  (went  to  heaven  in  November). 

-  Katherine  Parson  -  recent  surgery 

-  Wiley  Clark  -  recent  surgery 

-  Ferrell  Hardison  -  recent  surgery 

-  Sylvia  Long 

-  Margie  Narron 

-  Gladys  Johnson-  Hospital 

-  Ron  Barefoot 

-  Luetta  Morris 

-  Pat  Aman  -  Hospital 

-  Cullen  Gurganus  -  Nursing  Home 

-  J.  Doner  and  Luine  Lee 

-  Daisy  Morris 

-  Jeff  Brown 

-  James  Damewood  -  Stroke 

-  Harold  Lewis 

-  Raleigh  Horten 

-  Willie  Shaw 

-  Kathy  Helms  -  Chemotherapy  (Daughter  of  Lotis  Joyner) 

-  Becky  House  -  Back  Surgery 

-  Open  Churches 

-  Family  of  Sammy  Whichard  who  went  to  heaven  (son  of  Sister  Ella  Mae  Whichard) 


OFFICE  HOLIDAYS 


The  office  will  close  at  lunch  on  Wednesday,  December  22.  We  will  re-open  on 
Wednesday,  December  29,  2004  at  8:00  a.m.  We  will  be  closed  also  on  Monday,  January 
3,  2005.  My  home  number  is  hsted  in  the  Minutes  (910)  980-1487  for  emergencies  as 
well  as  department  leaders. 

PASTORAL  ASSIGNMENTS 

-  Abbottsburg  -  John  Brissom 

-  Watha  -  William  Street 

-  Gospel  Tabernacle  -  Ken  Milliken 

-  Pikes  Crossroads  -  Merrill  Davis 

-  Snead's  Ferry  -  John  Norris 

-  Grace  Community  has  merged  with  Abiding  in  Him  -  Pastor  Lydia  Figueroa 

OPEN  CHURCHES 

-  Wakelon 

-  Ahoskie 

-  Goldsboro  Tabernacle 

-  Clinton  First 

-  Westview,  Saint  Pauls 

-  Harvest  Fellowship,  Shallotte 

AT  AM,  INC 

Director  Marvin  Whitfield  and  Joyce  will  be  retiring  January  31,  2005.  Well  Done, 
Marvin  and  Joyce.  Reverend  Mike  Oliver,  pastor  at  Harvest  Fellowship,  will  be  taking 
the  position.  Mike  and  Jennifer  Oliver  will  do  a  great  job. 

NEW  MINISTERS 

-  Carl  Meyer  -  License  (Son  of  Althea  Meyer) 

-  Juan  Ramos  -  LCM 

-  Silvano  Selach  -  Ordained 

-  Patricia  Linares  Gonzales  -  LCM 

-  Giovanni  Aguilar  -  LCM 

MINISTERS  WHO  ARE  NO  LONGER  WITH  US  (Transfers,  etc.) 

-  Miguel  de  la  Cruz  -  Ordained 

-  Manfi-ed  Monge  -  License 

-  Jeremy  L.  Heltsley  -  License 

-  David  Oliver  -  LCM 

-  Tim  Strickland  -  Ordained 

-  Pablo  Acevedo  -  LCM 

-  Jarietta  de  la  Cruz  -  LCM 

-  Manuel  Llanes  -  LCM 

-  Phillip  Pope  -  LCM 

-  Franklin  Ruiz  -  LCM 

-  Carlos  Tobia  -  LCM 

-  Johnnie  Carson  -  Ordained 


END  OF  YEAR 

Clergy  who  wish  their  tithes,  etc.  to  count  for  2004  should  have  the  checks  postmarked 
by  December  31,  2004.  This  is  very  important  for  IRS  purposes.  The  Conference  of 
course  allows  minister  to  pay  their  tithes  up  to  the  1 0*  of  the  month.  All  funds  received 
after  the  December  31,  2004  postmark  will  be  listed  on  the  2005  books. 

EVANGELISTS  AND  RETIRED  MINISTERS 

Remember  the  Conference  Evangelists  (Terry  Whittenton,  Paul  Jackson,  and  Ben  Britt) 
and  retired  ministers  at  Christmas.  Both  Brother  Nelson  and  Brother  Clark  have 
excellent  programs.  Get  Involved.  Adopt  a  retired  minister  for  Christmas! 

PRAYER  DAY  -  January  5,  2005 

Please  remember  this  special  day.  Pastors  get  your  churches  involved.  A  mailing  has 
gone  forth. 

SCHOOL  OF  EVANGELISM  -  January  6,7,8 

The  school  sponsored  by  Evangelism  USA  will  be  held  in  Greenville,  South  Carolina  at 
the  Redemption  World  Outreach  Center.  Ron  Carpenter,  Jr.,  Tony  Miller,  and  Bill 
Wilson  will  be  the  primary  speakers. 

MILEAGE  RATE 

The  business  mileage  rate,  approved  by  the  IRS,  is  going  to  40.5  cents  per  mile  beginning 
January  1,  2005.  It  is  presently  37.5  cents  per  mile.  Praise  the  Lord! 

MINISTER'S  SPOUSE  RETREAT  -  February  3,4,  and  5 

A  mailing  has  gone  forth  describing  the  event.  It  will  be  at  the  Greenville  First  Church. 
There  will  be  no  registration  fee  for  this  event.  Rooms  are  available  for  rent  (own 
expense)  at  the  Hilton.  Emory  and  Vickie  Goodman  and  Barry  McGee  are  the  special 
speakers.  It  will  be  a  great  event.  Every  church  should  help  their  pastoral  team(s)  be 
present. 

DIVORCE  AND  REMARRIAGE 

Several  times  now  we  have  had  potentially  embarrassing  situations  for  ministers  and 
candidates  who  have  been  divorced  and  remarried.  Pastors,  REMEMBER,  if  you  have 
candidates  for  the  Local  Church  Minister's  License,  they  must  be  approved  by  the 
Conference  Board  for  study  BEFORE  they  begin  study. 

Ministers  and  LCM,  remember  if  you  have  been  divorced  the  Conference  Board  must 
give  permission  to  re-marry  BEFORE  the  wedding. 

CONFERENCE  RETIREMENT 

At  the  annual  Superannuated  Minister's  Party  a  13*  check  was  given  to  them  at 
Christmas.  This  amounted  to  129  checks  for  $36,700  plus  dollars.  Praise  the  Lord! 
UNFORTUNATELY  many  of  our  ministers  are  not  qualifying  to  receive  benefits.  To 
received  credit  for  2004  a  minister  must  pay  1  V2  percent  of  net  income  or  $200 
whichever  is  GREATER.  Ministers  DON"T  MISS  YOUR  RETIREMENT.  Get  credit 
for  2004. 

CEU  CREDITS 

The  year's  end  is  coming.  Be  sure  to  get  all  those  CEU  credits  into  Secretary  Gina  Page. 
You  should  have  earned  48  CEUs  on  this  last  recording  period  (2003-2004). 


SCHOOL  OF  MINISTRY  -  Upcoming  Classes 

January  14-15  Cross  Cultural  Ministry 

February  11-12         Family  Ministry 
March  11-12  Spiritual  Gifts 


John  Parker 
Dwight  Dunning 
Bob  Ely 


2005  CALENDAR 

Several  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Conference  Calendar.  Be  sure  to  get  your 
updated  calendar  out  of  the  January  Evangel. 

GENERAL  CONFERNCE 

Before  any  clergy  or  lay  person  can  register  with  Oklahoma,  they  must  be  certified  by  the 
Conference.  Be  sure  to  use  the  enclosed  forms.  Brochures  are  now  being  mailed  fi"om 
Oklahoma. 

RENEWED  VISION  FUND  RAISING 

The  fund  raising  is  going  well  but  we  have  a  good  way  to  go.  We  need  every  church  and 
every  minister  to  participate.  Pastors  are  needed  to  encourage  their  people  to  participate. 
When  a  pastor  teaches  his  people  to  give,  the  principle  comes  right  back  to  bless  him  and 
his  church.  Brick  requests  should  be  in  by  January  1,  2005.  A  form  is  enclosed. 

LOAN  FUND 

Remember  we  are  trying  to  double  the  Loan  Fund.  If  every  preacher  would  buy  one  car 
through  the  loan  fund  of  $10,000  our  profits  would  go  up  over  $100,000  per  year.  That 
would  go  a  long  way  in  quickly  paying  for  our  new  building. 

Interest  Paid  for  Deposits  Interest  Charged 


0-10,000-2.5% 
10,000  to  50,000  -3.25% 
50,000  plus  4% 


Real  Estate  6%) 
New  Cars  6% 
Used  Cars  7% 


May  the  Lord  bless  you  this  Christmas  Season.  Be  sure  to  share. 


